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Purpose

The Council’s Constitution sets out at paragraph 3.7 Part 3 Schedule 10 that the Chief 
Executive has the following power:

“Authority to take any action on urgent matter which would otherwise require 
reference to or consultation with the Council, a Board or Committee, if there is 
no such time for such reference or consultation to be made provided the Section 
151 Officer and Monitoring Officer agree to the proposed course of action before 
it is decided. All such decisions shall be reported to the next meeting of the 
Council, Board or Committee”.

This power has in turn been delegated by the Chief Executive to the Assistant to the 
Chief Executive.

The Council has explored a number of procurement options for the vehicles needed 
to support the DSO-operated grounds maintenance function. Due to difficulty in 
obtaining competitive quotations, partly as a result of the Covid-19 global pandemic 
and the uncertainty around Brexit, the Chief Executive exercised the above power in 
order to award the lease contract for the necessary vehicles using the Negotiated 
Procedure, without prior advertisement, with U-lease and negotiate a contract on a 
direct award basis.

Recommendation

That the Policy and Organisation Board notes the attached decision report as a 
record of the Assistant to the Chief Executive having exercised the urgency 
provision set out at paragraph 3.7 Part 3 Schedule 10 of the Constitution, with 
the agreement of the Borough Treasurer (s151 Officer) and the Borough 
Solicitor & Monitoring Officer.

1.0 Background

1.1 It has previously been decided by the Council that the grounds maintenance 
services, currently outsourced, will be undertaken by the Council’s 
Streetscene Direct Service Organisation (DSO) from April 2021. 



1.2 The Council has explored a number of procurement framework options to 
seek quotations for the vehicles, but no suitable quotes were received that 
could meet the deadline of 1st April 2021.

Regulation 32 of the Public Contracts Regulations permits direct negotiation 
and contract award to a supplier, without open advertising in a range of 
specific circumstances.

An emergency decision under the Chief Executive’s delegated powers was 
required to ensure the contract progressed without delay and to ensure that 
vehicles are available for the start date of 1 April 2021.

1.3 The Assistant to the Chief Executive made a decision to make a direct 
award based on the attached briefing note on 12 February 2021. This 
decision was made following consultation with Group Leaders and the 
approval of the Borough Treasurer and Section 151 Officer, and the 
Borough Solicitor and Monitoring Officer.

Group Leaders were advised at the time that this noting report would be 
presented to Community Board, however, it was subsequently established 
that the total value of the contract was such that it would need to be 
presented to the Policy and Organisation Board as it exceeds the EU 
Threshold for service contracts.


